
Celebrating and Uplifting Mothers

This Mother’s Day, we honored the unbreakable spirit of mothers who have turned adversity into
strength. Nearly 45 years ago, five women created Jenesse Center to provide a lifeline for families
escaping domestic violence. Connected through their experience as survivors, they were
determined to build something groundbreaking. 

Jenesse’s programs and services have remained true to this vision. Today, we are proud to be
recognized as a national model for domestic violence prevention and intervention, standing as one
of the oldest continuously operating domestic violence programs in the United States. In 2024,
Jenesse supported more than 1,500 survivors and reached over 3,000 youth through education
and outreach.

Every mother we serve reflects courage in action and the power of community care. This work is
made possible because of your support. As we reflect on the vulnerable mothers and children that
we serve, we invite you to stand with us by making a gift that fuels safety, healing, and long-term
change.

Donate Today

Mother’s Day Music Festival

Jenesse Center celebrated mothers everywhere at the Mother’s Day Music Festival, a day filled
with music, culture, connection, and community. With the leadership of community champions
Councilwoman Heather Hutt, City Council President Marqueece Harris-Dawson, and
Councilmember Curren Price, the festival welcomed families from across Los Angeles for an
uplifting celebration featuring live performances, cultural activities, food trucks, and shared
moments of joy. We are deeply grateful to our partners, dedicated staff, board members, and the
many community members who joined us and continue to stand with us.

https://jenesse.org/
https://jenesse.org/how-you-can-help/donate/one-time-donation-form-2/
https://p.ftur.io/kjlh/3764
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=9e83fac9-9096-4e53-a0a3-54c6da118d8d
https://jenesse.org/how-you-can-help/donate/one-time-donation-form-2/


Check out our featured in Los Angeles Sentinal

Read More

Jenesse Featured on KJLH “Front Page”

Jenesse Center’s Chief Operating Officer, Ms. Donna
Derden, and Director of Family Wellness, Dr. Charmine
Davis, joined KJLH 102.3 FM’s “Front Page” with Dara
Starr Tucker to bring the issue of domestic violence front
and center. The powerful conversation highlighted
Jenesse’s deep roots in South Los Angeles and its almost
45-year legacy of serving survivors with compassion and
care. We are thankful to KJLH for opening the mic to turn
a spotlight on the urgent need for awareness, resources,
and action in our community.

Tune In

Jenesse joins Stop the Hate Convening

Jenesse Center joined over 200 community leaders for 
the first-ever Stop The Hate two-day convening and Day 
of Action legislation day at the State Capitol in 
Sacramento. This statewide event united more than 180 
organizations committed to ending hate, uplifting 
survivors, and building safe communities across 
California. Representing Jenesse was Dr. Angela Parker, 
our Director of Community Engagement and Education, 
who focuses on empowering youth and cultivating the 
next generation of leaders. From powerful testimonies 
to collective advocacy, the event was a strong reminder 
that real change is possible when we act together. We 
are proud to stand alongside movement partners to 
build a future rooted in safety and healing.

https://lasentinel.net/music-memories-and-multigenerational-love-at-the-mothers-day-music-festival.html
https://p.ftur.io/kjlh/3764
https://lasentinel.net/music-memories-and-multigenerational-love-at-the-mothers-day-music-festival.html
https://post.futurimedia.com/kjlh/playlist/listen-3764.html


Jenesse Advocates at 2025 Policy Day

Jenesse Center proudly participated in the 2025 Policy 
Advocacy Day in Sacramento, hosted by the California 
Partnership to End Domestic Violence and VALOR. This 
impactful day of action was dedicated to helping shape 
the future of California’s movement to end sexual and 
domestic violence. Senior Policy Advisor Sylvia Castillo 
represented Jenesse in critical conversations with key 
lawmakers, including Assemblymember Tina McKinnor of 
District 61, to advance survivor-centered policies and 
drive meaningful change. This impactful day united 
advocates across the state to push for legislation that 
supports safety, healing, and justice for survivors of 
domestic and sexual violence.

Mental Health Awareness Month

Jenesse Center supported “From Surviving to Thriving,” a 
powerful gathering hosted by the Los Angeles 
Community Investment for Families Department
(CIFDLA) and the County’s Domestic Violence Council. 
This event centered mental health as a vital part of the 
healing process for survivors of domestic violence. 
Survivors shared moving testimonies about their 
journeys and the impact of trauma on long-term 
wellbeing. Councilmember Katy Yaroslavsky, Senator 
Susan Rubio, and CIFD General Manager Abigail Marquez 
joined the discussion about recent investments in 
survivor support. Jenesse remains deeply committed to 
this shared vision of trauma-informed, holistic care.

View More

https://www.instagram.com/p/DJpsH4tyjQ8/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/p/DJpsH4tyjQ8/?hl=en


Thank you for your service

Jenesse Center honors Pat Greene for her decades of dedicated service. As a cherished member of
our Board of Directors since 1999, Pat has held numerous leadership roles, including President,
Vice President, and Secretary. She remains the longest-serving member of the board and has
guided Jenesse through periods of growth, innovation, and unwavering commitment to survivors.
Beyond her work with Jenesse, Pat was appointed by former Governor Jerry Brown to three
prestigious California state boards, including the State Board of Cosmetology, the State Bar Board
of Governors, and the Commission on Judicial Nominees Evaluation. She currently serves as office
manager for a major Beverly Hills law firm. Pat’s legacy at Jenesse is one of steadfast leadership,
compassion, and transformative impact. We are deeply grateful for her contributions and
continued presence on the board. Thank you for your service, Pat Greene.

Jenesse Spotlight
Honoring outgoing Board President, Pat Greene



Jenesse Center proudly welcomes Riaz Patel 
as our new Board President. A two-time 
Emmy and NAACP Image Award nominee, 
Riaz is an Executive Producer, Director, and 
creator of ConnectEffect.

Riaz brings decades of creative and social 
impact leadership, serving on national boards 
and initiatives focused on inclusion and 
justice. A dedicated supporter of Jenesse for 
over 15 years, Riaz is also the visionary 
behind Jenesse’s Style Center, which provides 
clothing, shoes, and accessories to clients and 
their children for every occasion, from job 
interviews to school events.

His steadfast dedication to uplifting survivors 
with dignity and purpose reflects the heart of 
Jenesse’s mission to create lasting change in 
the lives of those we serve. Welcome, Riaz!

"In 2010 I came to Jenesse to film a
special episode of a TV series I was

directing at the time. From the moment I
walked in, I knew I wanted to stay and
support the vital, life-changing & life-
saving work in any way I could. I am

honored, humbled and excited to begin a
new chapter with my Jenesse family as

President of the Board of Directors."

Riaz Patel, Jenesse Center Board President
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Welcoming our new
Board President, Riaz Patel

https://www.facebook.com/JenesseCenter
https://www.instagram.com/jenessecenter/
https://twitter.com/jenessecenter
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